SUNNHORDLAND

Ein kunne tru Bjornson hadde Sunnhordland i tankane da
han skreiv fedrelandssongen +Norge, Norge
kring som fugleunger, fjorde i tunger innover dit hvor det
stilner av —.» Ja, her ligg fem-seks «fuglemodres med ung-
ane sine ikring: Bomlo, Stord og Tysnes i ¢i rekkje, Hufteren
og Stolmen utanfor denne rekkja og Halsnoy innanfor.

Og det er ikkje sma barneflokkar dei har, desse fugle-
medrene: Dei fem heradi Austevoll, Bremnes, Bomlo, Fitjar
og Fjelberg har meir enn 1600 oyar og holmar til saman!

Og «fjorde i tungers: Hardangerfjorden skjer seg brei og
mektig gjennom heile Sunnhordland — under namni Bomla-
fjorden, KI fjorden og Kvi — og mot
aust og soraust sinnover dit hvor det stilner ave: Alfjorden,
Olenspollen, Etnepollen, Matrefjorden og A} b i

)

oz oQer om-

beradsfiord,

siste mellom ville fiell heilt tl Fjera.
Men det er ikkje berre fjordar i eit slikt oynike — det
smyg seg sund mellom oyane, og mellom oyar og fastland,
Det kom ein gong ein ungdom hit ut til Sunnhordland
frd indre Hardanger, og han var sa forundra, sa han, over at
det var shog pa oyane, han hadde alltid trutt at alle oyar laut
vera snaue, skoglause! Saleis er det nok mange stader, men

might well have been the district which Bjornstjerne Bjornson
had before his mind’s eye when he wrote his
«Norge, Norge! rising blue from the grey-green sca,
islands about her like young birds,
decp-reaching fords
greeted from inland by valley and river ...+

Her lie half a dozen mother birds with their young ones
about them: Bomlo, Stord and Tysncs in a row, Hufteren
and Stolmen outside and Halsnoy inside. And these mothers
have quite considerable families: the five borroughs of
Austevoll, Bremnes, Bomlo, Fitjar and Fjelberg embrace
more than |600 islands and islets together.

+Deep g fjordse: Hard d, broad and maje-
stic, penetrates nghl through Sunnhordland under the names
of Bomlafjord, Klosterfjord and Kvinnheradsord — and
finally to the quiet nooks far east and south-cast with various
branches, and the Akrafjord right up to the distant recess of
Fjera. But there are not only islands in an arhipelago like
this, — narrow sounds wind their ways between the islands,
and between them and the mainland.

Once there came a youth out there from inner Hardanger,
and he was greatly surprised to find the islands well wooded;
he had always thought that all islands on the coast must be
treeless. This is, as a matter of fact, quite commonly the




ikkje i Sunnhordland — anna nokre ytst ute ved havet, Elles
er dei skogkledde og grederike,

Og nar du star pa Stord t. d. og ser innetter, minner
utsynet om det cin har fra Molde innetter Romsdalsfjorden:
Lage skogkledde oyar lengst ute, hoge snofiell bak — berre
det at fielli er meir «alpines der nord — og hogare. Enda me
har dei pa opptil vel 1400 meter her og, innover Folgefonn-
halveyi.

Dette landslaget med oyar, sund, fjordar og bygder er
blidt, sume stader idyllisk, og friskt,

Heller ikkje er det noko sbarskts folkeferd, det folket som
bur her. Det har helst eit mjukt lynne med ei stillfarande,
var framferd. Logn skjemt er sermerkt for sunnhordlendingen.

Sume har meint at framferdstonen — reglane for velseda

case, — but not here in Sunnhordland, except in some parts
right out by the open sea. Elsewhere the islands are both
fertile and wooded.

When one stands, e.g. on the island of Stord, looking
towards the mainland, one is reminded of the view from
Molde, looking up the Romsdalsfiord: low wooded uhnd»
in the d with lofty v-covered be-
hind, — only that the mountains are more alpine farther
north, still loftier and more fantastically shaped. Here in the
south oo, on the p la bearing the Fol glacier,
they reach over 4700 ft. The whole region, with its islands,
sounds, flords and farm-dotted countrysides, is smiling,
idyllic in parts, and fresh and bracing withal.

Nor is the populace blunt or rough. The people are, on
the contrary, generally sweet-tempered and of quiet, gentle
\\a\'; A good-natured jocularity is characteristical of the

framferd — har halde seg i bygdene her sidan hord
lendingane mottest som gildebror pi Onarheimsgildet; me
har enno gildeskrai fra dette gildet tolleg heilsleg.

Heilt visst kan cin sla fast at det finst lite kriminalitet og
lovkrangel i bygd her; skrivard, femner om ikkje
mindre enn 14 herad og er sileis eit av dei aller storste i
landet, rekna etter talet pa herad.

Med god rett kan cin scia at somd og venleik sermerkjer
folkelivet.

Folket har alltid hatt eit religiost drag. Haugerorsla slo
sterke roter i bygdene og forde til eit rikt religiost liv, med

hordlander. It has been suggested that a high standard
of behaviour has been maintained ever since men met as
members of the Onarheim guild, the rules of which are
fairly completely preserved. It is certain enough that there is
comparatively little both of criminality and litigation in this
part of the country. The jurisdictional district of Sunnhord-
land embraces no less than 14 boroughs (kerad), and is one
of the largest in Norway. It can be truly said that the people's
life and customs are fair and gentle. Although the medieval
scolar Adam of Bremen may somewhat exaggerate when he
declares that «all Norsemen are devout Christians, praisc-
worthy for temperance both in food and habits, loving above
all things thrift and modestys, a 19th century English scientist

vitjing av Hauge-venene fra bygd til bygd. Kyrkjesoknad:
har vore god i det fleste sunnhordske bygder.

in part sub: i the verdict. He had been crossing a
glacier with 2 companion and a farmer and his daughter, who



Men det andelege livet har ovra scg pa onnor vis og.
Den fyrste folkehogskulen pi Vestlandet, med Konow S. B,
og Nils Juel til lerarar, vart opna pa Halsnoy 1868. Scinare
dreiv den sermerkte skulemannen Pal Berg skule i same
hum Sa var det Amtsskule nokre ar, og i dag held Sunn-

dland folkehogskule til pa same eiged Den vart reist
i 1914, 1 1839 vart det sett i gang seminar (lerarskule) pa
Stord. Ei mengd lerarar har fatt si utdaning der i desse 120
ari, og mange sunnhordlendingar har valt leraryrket. I Rosen-
dal skipa stamhusbesidder Rosenkrone i si tid ¢in skule for
ungdom. T det siste har me fitt cin fylkesrealskule pa Stord;
venteleg vert han utvida til gymnas med det fyrste, og bade
der og pa Rubbestadnes cr det yrkesskular. 1 lange tider har
ungdoms- og frahaldslag samla unge og eldre til kulturelt
og humanitart opplysningsarbeid i bygdene her,

I litteraturen har Sunnhordland gjort ein fin innsats:
Jonas Lie levde her i den bolken av sitt liv da eit menneske
tek imot den sterkaste paverknaden fra natur og miljo. (Her
vart han bg trulova med si Thomasine; den idylliske holmen i
Opsangervatnet, der det skal ha gate fore seg, heiter den dag
i dag Trulovingsholmen ...). I diktingi hans er «Ga Pas
tydeleg inspirert av Sunnhordlands-miljoet. Elles har den
norske bokheimen fatt nokre av dei beste folkelivs-skildraranc
herifra: Jens Tvedt, ein av dei aller storste malmeistrane i
landet, Arne Vaagen (Sigurd Meidell), Johannes Heggland,
Ragnvald Vaage o. fl. Lars Eskcland har gjeve oss bide
Iyrikk og prosa av beste slag, og broren, Severin, er mest

carried the baggage. On the way the companion, who was
unused to the hardship of mountaincering, was very nearly
spent. When at last they caught sight of the first welcome
habitation, the peasants calmly sat down and proceeded to
open their bundles. It was some time before the man of
science grasped the meaning: they wanted to improve their
appearance before entering a stranger's house. Far as he had
travelled, he had not before met with plain people who
showed so much respect for themselves,

Thc populmon has always been distinguished for its

The ion issuing from [lans
\lelml Hauge about the year 1800 (an activity which was
sternly resisted by church and state) struck decp roots in the
dislrict. leading to a flourishing religious life with visits of
Hauge's friends and followers from countryside to country-
side. Church attendance is generally good.

But spiritual and intellectual life has also had other
modes of expression, The first people’s high school, with
Wollert Konore (later prime minister) and Nils Juel as teachers,
was opened at Halsnoy Kloster in 1868, Later on the eminent
schoolmaster Pdl Berg carried on the work in the same
house. To-day the Sunnhordland speople’s high schools
(folkehogskule) is housed on the same estate. It was built in
1914,

In 1839 a teacher's seminary was started on the island
of Stord. A great number of teachers have during these 120
years issucd from this seminary, and many natives of Sunn-
hordland have chosen the scholasti fession. In R dal
the owner of the cstate, Baron Hoff Ruu-nkmnc (celebrated
by the poet Henrik Wergeland) among other deeds formed a
small demy for studious youth, A dary school has




kjend for lerebokene sine, som har vore til den storste hjelp
for nynorsken i skulane. Pa to nar har alle desse nytta eit
malfore som byggjer pa Sunnhordlandsmalet, og det har synt
seg at dette cr sers velskikka til grunnlag for litteraturmal i
pocsi og prosa. Det er ledig, mjukt og klangfullt.

Det har vore tiltaksvilje og framtak i folket fra gamal tid
til no, slik Jonas Lic skildrar det i +Ga Pas. Reier Jansen
Juhl-typar har her vore mange av,

Her var skogar til a finna skipstimber i — skottane og
nederlendingane visste om det. 1 fleire hundraar henta dei
byggjevyrke herifra til skip og hus.

Men sunnhordlendingane har og byge til eige bruk: fra
viking- og leidangskip i gamal tid til moderne fiskefarty i
vare dagar, ikkje minst i Nordlands-perioden i forre hundra-
dret. D4 bygde dei jekter til denne farten si @ seia i kvar vik
her. Ei av desse jektene — Roald Amundsens Gjoa — har
vorte verdskjend.

Attat dei mange mindre fartybyggjeri, som har halde
seg til vare dagar, har me tri storre: Skalurens i Rosendal,
Gravdals pa Sunde og Ottesens i Sagvig. Serleg dei to fyrst-
nemnde byggjer ogsd jarnskrog,

1 dag byggjer dei store moderne laste- og passasjerskip
ved A'S Stord Verft, og om ikkje lenge skal dei kunna byggja
kjempeskip pa opp til 100 000 tonn.

Og Leirvik Sveis byggjer heilsveiste fiskefarty og mindre
lastebatar, Pa Rubbestadnes har me ¢in av dei storste motor-
fabrikkar i landet.

recently been established in Stord. It will probably before
long be augmented with the higher classes (gymnas) leading
on to the university. Both here and at Rubbestadnes there
are arts-and-crafts schools. For ages various leagues and
socicties have carried on the educational cultural work all
over the region.

‘To norwegian literature Sunnhordland has made a mar-
ked contribution. Jonas Lie lived here during that period of
his life when onc receives the strongest impulses from nature
and from environment gencrally. It was here that he became
engaged 1o his beloved Thomasine; the idyllic islet where this
is said to have happened is to this day kown as Trulovings-
holmen (which means not the island of strue loves, but simply:
+Engagement Islands). Among Lic's works «Gaa Paals (go
ahead) is clearly inspired by Sunnhordland. Our literature
has received some of its best descriptions of the people’s life
from here. Jens Tvedt was one of our great Neo-Norse®
stylists. Arne Vaagen (Sigurd Meidell) and others have lim-
ned the region with the bok-mal (Dano-Norwegian) pencil.
On the other hand, Lars Eskeland har produced fine prose
and poctry, whilst his brother, Severin, is best known for
schoolbooks which have been a great help in the teaching of
the Neo-Norse language. The majority of these authors have
cmployed a language-form based on the Sunnhordland
dialect, which has proved an excellent foundation, supple,
strong and resonant, both in poetry andin prose.

Fine prose-writers to-day are Ragnvald Vaage and Jo-
hannes Heggland.

* Nymorsk is the lamguage standard establivhed by Tvar Aasen in the middls
of the 1%h century, i contradistingtion from the Dano-Norw. language.



Medan den store Nordlands-ferdsla stod pa, synte sunn-
hordlendingane at dei var djerve bade i sjomannsskap og
forretningar. Denne ferdsla forde velstand til mange sunn-
hordlandsbygder.

I dag er det brislingfiske og laksefiske som mest vert
drive i fjordanc her, men sunnhordlendingane cr og med i
det store vintersildfisket som gar fore seg utanfor heile Vest-
Tandet.

Vilkari for jordbruk cr gode i bygder som Kvinnherad,
Skanevik, Etne, Olen og Sveio. Men oyanc gjev dg gode
vilkir for jordbruk mange stader, med framifra kalkrik jord.

Jordbruksdrifta har etter kvart vorte moderniscrt og me-
Kanisert, og store moderne meicri tek no imot mjolki der det
er grunnlag for det.

Ei storfelt skogreising er sett i gang over heile Sunnhord-
land.

Industri finst det forebels mindre av, utanom hermetikk-
industri og skipsbygging: men han kjem venteleg med full
tyngd no da bygdene har fate clektrisk kraft fra det sviere

kraftverket under Blafalli inne pa Folg halvoyi, Her er

“I'ncre has been initiative and energy in this population
from olden times till now, — just as Jonas Lie describes itin
«Gaa Paals: there have been many representatives of the type
Rejer Jansen Juhl, — There were woods, in which could be
found timber for ship-building. The Scots and the Dutch
Kknew about that. For hundreds of years they fetched from
here building materials for houses as well as for ships. But
the native population also built theirs : from viking-ships and
coast-guard ships in the old days to modern fishing-vessels. In
the period of lively trade with Nordland last century they built
smacks for this traffic in every creck. Onc at least of these
vesscls has become world-famous: Roald Amundsen’s +«Gjoar.

Besides the many smaller ship-yards which have kept on
till the present day there are now three larger ones: Skaluren's
at Rosendal, Gravdal's at Sunde, and Ottesen’s at Sagvag.
The two first-named build stecl and iron hulls as well as
wooden ones. At Stord dock-yard they now build large
modern cargo- and passenger-ships, and will before long be
able to launch giants of 100 000 tons. Leirvik welding-works
turns out one-piece hulls for fishing-vessels and lesser cargo-
boats. Rubbestadnes has onc of the largest motor-works in
Norway. While the lively Nordland teaffic was on, the Sunn-

lagleg for industri i bygdene her, med gode byggjetufter og
gode hamner. T Sunnhordland finst det sileis framifrd grunn-
lag for eit allsidig, mod, ingsliv. Og menn
har sett det. Jamvel fjellet har loynt rikdomar: Det e alt meir
enn S0 dr sidan A'S Stordo Kisgruber vart grunnlagt. Sviere
mengder svovelkis har funne vegen ut til ymse ish

hordlanders proved go-ahcad, in business as in scamanship,
and their activity brought prosperity to many of the com-
munities,

At the present day it is brisling and salmon which con-
stitute the main catch in these fjords; but the people also
join in the great winter herring-fisheries which take place
along the west-coast.

T R
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industriland i desse 50 ari.

g/ ditions are good in districts like Kvinn-
herad, Skinevik, Etnc, Olen and Sveio. But the islands too



Sunnhordlandsbygdene har levt sterkt med i sogehen-
dingane fram gjennom tidene. Mec har grunn til a tru at her
var sterkt liv og livleg ferdsle alt i vikingtidi. Den mektige
hovdingen Horda-Kire budde visst her — kanskje i Karevik
pa Stord, naeraste grannen til kjempeverftet pa Kjotteinen;
s4 hadde verftet vore noko eldre enn det er, kunnc han ha
} h d storste vikingskip hja grannen! Det
hadde vel vore mindre von om at han hadde funne seg til
rettes med den sermerkte lukti fra Sildoljefabrikken tett ved,
Stord Marin Industri som det no heiter. Dei har clles
funne restar ctter eit ovstort vikingskipsnaust om lag der dei
no har lagt beddingen til dei storste skipi, sa det er god
grunn til 4 tru at det har vore skipsbygging for der pa staden.
Det er ikkje underleg at verftet har valt framstamnen av cit
vikingskip til firmamerke!

Og lite lenger nord, pa hamni til Leirvik, shovudstadens
i Sunnhordland, ligg skuleskip og duvar i sumarbrisen medan
i mengd smi scglbatar og motorsnekker er med og lagar liv
pa sjoen. Alle desse sund og vikar, oyar og holmar og skjer
ligg der og byd deg inn til ci vitjing ein solskinssundag med
solgangsbris. Vél ein & reisa til Fitjar, finn cin atter soge-
minne. Der var det kongsgard. Hakon den gode sat der da
Gunnhildssonene gjckk til atak pa han og Noreg. I slaget
mot dei fekk han banesar der ute.

Pa Moster budde den mektige hovdingen Toralv Mostra-

skjegg. Om han er det skrive at han var cin nar ven av guden
Tor og stod fore "Torshovet der. Toralv var mellom dei hov-

in many places offer f: bl diti with 1l
lime-charged soil. Agriculture has, with the rest, gradually
become modernized and hanized, and large up-to-d
dairies reccive the milk. Trecplanting on a grand scale has
Sunnhordland.

is, thus far, more limited — outside
tinned fish and uilding: but it may be expected to
develop rapidly, now that the various districts have been
supplied with electricity from the great power-station under
Blafalii (sthe blue fallss) on the Folgefonn peninsula. There
are very fair conditions for industry, both good harbours and
usefuls building-sites. There is on the whole an excellent
basis for a fruitful development of the various modern trades
and industries, — a fact which far-sighted men have grasped.
The rocks too harbour hidden riches. More than half a
century ago the Stordo Pyrites Comapany was founded, and
great amounts of pyrites have during these last fifty years
been shipped to various European countries.

Sunnhordland has plaved no inconsiderable part in the
history of Norway. There is reason to believe that there was
well developed social life and activity here as far back as the
Viking Age. The mighty chieftain Iorda-Kdre probably
resided in this part of the country, possibly at Karevik in
Stord, nearest nabour to the great ship-yard above mentioned.
So, if the latter had been somewhat older, the hardy Norse-
man might have contracted the world's largest viking-ship in
the closest vicinity. He would perhaps have got on less well
with the peculiar and penetrating odour from Stord Marin
Industri, the local herring-oil factory. There has, by the
way, been found traces of an extraordinarily big viking-ship
shed in very much the same place as the cradle for the largest




dingane som laut roma til Island, og vart cin av landnams-
mennene der, P4 Moster reiste Olav Tryggvason den fyrste
kyrkja i Noreg, og pa Mostratinget, som var sams for horder
og ryger, tok dei kristentrui. Og pa same staden lyste Olav
Harald: fyrste gong kri her i landet, ar 1024.

Tysnesoyi var sate for dyrkingi av guden Njord, og i
gamal tid heitte oyi Njardarlog. Eldgamle stadnamn tyder pa
at Tysnes i si tid var eit sentrum for gudsdyrking, serleg da
visst dyrking av groderikdomen. Vevatnet heiter framleis det
vatnet der dei lauga biletet av Njord (ve = heilagdom).

P innsida av oyi ligg Onarheim, motestaden for Onar-
heimsgildet. Der ligg og garden Hovland, som var swte for
Mowat-ztti. Aksel Mowat var i si tid den mektigaste jord-
drotten pa lang leid. Dansken Rosenkrantz gifte seg inn i den-
ne skotsk-norske wtti og fekk saleis jordegodset Hatteberg. Det
var kjernen i det baroniet — eit av dei fi i landet — som vart
grunnlagt der. Hovudbyg og parken stir framleis i
god stand. No er det Universitetet i Oslo som har hand
om det.

1 det heile finst det ei mengd stadnamn som tyder pi over-
lag tidleg busetnad mange stader i Sunnhordland. Huglo er
eitt av desse namni. I bitbryggja pa Nord-Huglo fann dei

for ikkje si lenge sidan ein stor runestein — med denne
innskrifti: ck gudija ungandir i h..
gand ikkje bit pa, i H(ugl)”)

1 Kvinnherads-bygdene, t. d. pa Mchl og /Enes, hadde
mektige stormannsatter sine sete. Fram gjennom heile mel-

. (»eg goden, som

ships now stands; there is thus good reason to believe that
there has been ship-building here before. Not inappropriately
have the present ship-builders chosen the prow of a viking-
ship as their trade mark.

A litele farther north, in the harbour of Leirvik, the capital
of Sunnhordland, a training-ship lies ready to start, with a
number of small sailings-boats and motor-boats contributing
to stir the waters. All these sounds and crecks, islands, holms
and skerries lie there, inviting you to a visit on a sunny sum-
mer day with a light breeze. If one should choose to look in
at Fitjar, one will again find a relic from saga-times: a king's
residence. Hdkon the Good resided there, when the sons of
Gunnhild attacked the country. He was killed in the battle
there.

On the isle of Moster dwelt the mighty chieftain Thorale
Mostraskjegg. He was a great worshipper of the god Thor
and presided over Thor’s sanctuary. Thoralv was among the
chiefs who vere forced to flee to Iccland and became onc of
the scttlers there. In Moster Olav Tryggrason built the first
church in Norway (the small stone-built church still there
is supposed to have been built a century later, about 1100
A.D.). At the Mostra thing or assembly, where the men from
Hordaland and Rogaland met, the Christian faith was adop-
ted, and in the same place King Olav Haraldsson first pro-
claimed the Christian law in this country, in the year 1024.

Tysnes was the scat of the cult of the god Njord, and the
island was from of old called Njardarlog (Njord’s domain).
Ancient place-names point to Tysnes having been a centre
of worship particularly of the powers of fertility. Vevatnet
(the sacred lake) is still the name of the lake where the image
of Njord was bathed.



lomalderen og lenger var det ¢i mengd lagadels-zetter i Sunn-
hordland, med gardar spreidde ut over bygdene her.

Sunnhordland har &g fostra ein konge : Magnus Erlings-
son, dotterson til Sigurd Jorsalfar og son til Erling Skakke.
Han hadde Studla i Etne til hovudsaete og var i si tid kanskje
den mektigaste hovding i landet. Han var son til Kyrpinga-
orm, som haddc tilnamnet sitt etter Kyrping i Akrafjorden.

Erling Skakke var det som bygde Halsnoy Kloster i ari
1164-68, cit av dei storste kloster i landet og det fyrste som
hadde hospital. Der sokte m. a. drottseten Ogmund Finnson
inn og doydde der i 1388,

Det cr heller lang tid no sidan dette klosterhospitalet var
i drift. I dag har me Valen Sjukehus for sinnslidand

cit av

On the cast side of the island is situated Onarheim, the
meeting-place of the Onarheim guild. There lies the farm
of Hovland, which was the seat of the Mowat family. Aksel
Mowat was the wealthiest land-owner far and wide of his
own time. The Dane Rosenkrantz married into this Norse-
Scottish family and thus came into possession of the Hatteberg
estate, which was the core of the baronetcy — one of the very
few in the country — which was founded here. The main
building and the park are still well preserved. The property
has been conferred to the University of Oslo.

“There are, on the whole, a great number of place-names
that point to a very carly settlement in many parts of Sunn-
hordland. Huglo in one of these. In the jetty at Nord-Huglo
there was, not very long ago, discovered a rune-stone with

dei storste 1 landet i sitt slag. Det var opna i 1910. Oppi fure-
skogen ovanfor Leirvik pid Stord ligg den kjende Furuly
Helsehcim, som venteleg snart vert stomnen i eit nytt fylkes-
sjukchus.

Klosteret pa Halsnoy samla ctter kvart sa mykje jorde-
gods, at da det vart nedlagt ctter reformasjonen, vart jorde-
godset eit cige len, der mange mektige menn var lensherrar
fram gjennom tidene. No eig Sunnhordland Folkemuscum
og Sogelag hovudbygningen og den gamle hagen, og skal ta
hand om klosterruinanc.

Det var ctter maten lett & ferdast bygdene imellom i
Sunnhordland i gamal tid 6g. Den gongen var det — enda
meir enn no — baten og sjeen dei hadde 4 lita pa. Sjocn er
framleis viktigaste farvegen, og det store trafikk-selskapet

its inscription. Round about in Kvinnherad, e. g. at Mchl and
Znes, prominent families had their seats. All through the
Middle Ages and further on there were a considerable number
of the lower gentry with their manors scattered over these
parts of the country.

Sunnhordland has also fostered a king: Magnus Erlings-
son, the grandson of Sigurd Jorsalfari and the son of Erling
Skakke (swry-necke, from a wound). His main seat was
Studla in Etne, and he was probably the mighticst chieftain
of his time. He was the son of Kyrpinga Orm,nicknamed from
Kyrping in the Akrafjord. It was Erling Skakke who built
Halsnoy Kloster during the years 1164-68, one of the largest
monasterics in Norway and the first onc to be provided with
a hospital. There, among others, the king’s constable Ogmund
Finngson wok refuge and died, in 1388, — It is a long time
now since the hospital was in existence. There is now Valen
mental hospital, one of the largest of its kind in Norway.



Hard. Sunnhordlandiké D 1io ol

p har syt for
a halda nmbnndd oppe over sund og fjordar bule il Bergen
og soretter, med moderne, gode batar. Men etter kvart som
vegnettet har vorte utbygt, gir meir og meir av ferdsla over
pa vegane. Det same sclskapet held oppe vegtrafikken med
moderne materiell, sume stader aleine, andre stader i sam-
arbeid med lokale buss-selskap,

I gamal tid, da dei mest hadde sckseeringen a lita pa nar
dei skulle til byen (Bergen), tok det mange dagar i koma fram
og attende fra dei inste flordbygdene, og for femti ar sidan
tok det framleis eit doger kvar veg — jamvel med dampskip —
medan det no kan gjerast pa nokre timar.

Det har vorte lagleg og lett a bu og ferdast i Sunnhordland.

Knut Markhus,

It was opened in 1910, In the fir-woods above Leirvik in
Stord lies the well-known Furuly sanatorium, which form the
nucleus of a new county hospital,

The monastery at Halsnoy in the course of time collected
so much land that the estate at the Reformation was consti-
tuted 2 fief, of which many prominent men were lords. Sunn-
hordland museum and historical society now owns the main
building and the old garden, and are preserving the ruins
of the monastery.

Communications between the scttlements in Sunnhord-
land were fairly casy also in the old days. It was then, still
more than at present, boats that one had to rely on: Now also
most of the traffic goes by sea, and the Hardanger-Sunnhord-
land Si hip Company mai; the ion through
sounds and fjords hwards and with first-rat
modern boats. Still, the developing roads are gradually taking
over more and more of the transport. The company mentio-
ned, however, joins the road-traffic with modern vehicles, —
in some places alone, in others co-operating with local
coaching companics.

In the good old days when the six-oared boat (seksering)
was the usual means of communication with «byens, the town
(i.e. Bergen), it took several days to get to and fro from the
innermost fjord recesses, and only fifty years ago it still took
both a day and a night each way —— and that by steamer, —
a distance which is now-a-days cleared in a few hours.

It has indeed become both casy and plcmm to dwelland to
travel in Sunnhordland,




